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interpretations to social behavior and social institutions. Com-
plex modern society can be understood only in terms of preced-
ing social development., he says. He used the term "superorganic
environment35 to describe the buildings, tools, language, customs,
religion, and other man-made products, in contrast to natural
environment. This man-made environment, later called "cul-
ture" or the "social heritage,51 became a primary concern of all
social scientists, including social psychologists.
Beginnings of Social Psychology
Social psychology became a separate field of study in the
iSgo's when laws and principles regulating man's behavior
toward other men were formulated.
A Frenchman, GABRIEL TARDE, published The Laws of Imi-
tation. We react to each other mainly by conscious and uncon-
scious imitation, Tarde says. Social changes, customs, fashions,
inventions, religious hysteria, and other kinds of social behavior
come about by imitation. Actually, much of what Tarde included
under "imitation53 now is called "suggestion." He was influenced
by the work of Liebeault and Bernheim on hypnosis and suggesti-
bility.
GuSTAVE LE BON, also impressed by psychiatric studies of sug-
gestion, wrote The Crowd. In it he explained crowd behavior,
mobs, and mass movements on the basis of group suggestibility.
The crowd is less rational, intelligent, and moral than are its
component individuals. It also is more emotional, suggestible)
and likely to follow leaders uncritically, just as a hysteric patient
accepts a hypnotist's suggestions.
Le Bon's theory of a "group mind,53 existing independently of
the minds of individuals composing the group, became a bone
of contention in social psychology. Current theories hold that no
group mind exists. They explain crowd behavior by the increased
emotionality and suggestibility occurring in each individual be-
cause he is part of a mob or crowd situation.